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ative world-matter; the origin by self-development of the first organisms; the self-emancipation of man from the condition of an ape, etc. He who doubts and denies where he ought to believe will often have to believe implicitly where critical doubts would be most fitting; as, e. g., Strauss, in his last arid most rad-'ical work, "The Old and the New Belief," has found himself compelled to bow to the most uncertain hypotheses of modern scientists.
Finally, we may embarrass these opponents by inquiring as to the positive and solid results of their speculations. We are very far from wishing to deny the general merits of philosophy. But, we ask, where are the tangible results arrived at by the philosophy which is hostile to Christianity, and which alone we are considering here? Has it solved, finally, any fundamental question ? How have the different systems during .their various changes struggled with and overthrown one another, while the simple Gospel remains, "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and forever?" Or is it possible that mere philosophical speculation could be its own aim, apart from any useful results ? No; every science which is not scientia ad praxin, i. e., which does not bear fruit for our life, is inwardly unhealthy, and no longer nourishes, but only puffs up the spirit
And what is the present condition of philosophy ?